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351 Brethren; 1 Fellows Chrifions, 


T vill be natural for you to inquire, how i it 
ſhould come to paſs, that a miniſter, with 
whom you have lived on the beſt terms, ſhould 
leave you and a ſituation many ways agreeable 
and beneficial to him, not only without any 
fach ch of preferment, the uſual motive for 
| ſuch changes, but the contrary, 
As far as I can judge of myſelf, fince I came 
155 among you, no preferment would have tempted 
me to a change; and I have aſſuredly never 


5 ſought any other: but here I thought quietly 


to have ended my days. 
It hath pleaſed God in his providence: to or- 
der it otherwiſe. And his commands are to be 


obeyed, and his will preferred, before every 


m; conſideration or advantage. 
Lou are many of you no ſtrangers to the cauſe 


of my ſhort abſences from you at different 


times, theſe two 0 three years paſt, You have 
heard that there wa 


that are laid upon clerg gymen, when they enter 
upon a cure of ſouls, in requiring them to ſub- 
ſecribe to the xxxix articles of our church, and 


declare their approbation of every. thing in the 
common. prayer book as being agrerable to the. 5 


Word of God. 
The requeſt Imbly nas to parameat was, 


hat we ge be required to ſubſcribe to no- | 
aa = 0. 


s a deſign ſet on foot to 
move our governors, to lighten ſome burdens 


by CEE Ee eee eo O — 


— 
5% 
* — ö 
9 
+ 1 - : . 
- 


OD 


es OO RO - * hs „ * 


4 
F > 
I 1 . 
Ls 4 5 
* 
* * 
2 - 
8 
1-5 : 
4 * 
* * 
— - 
5 
OS 7 
1 
JH 


n 


A 
2 1 Ws 4 
Oe" LI Fe Re ALY * 
r A . 
£ , 2 4 : 
J n > 0 * 


. 


m 
<a Sy * RET 
” v 25 N 


4 
adi but the Bible, the word of God, nk not 


to the articles or any form of prayer or worſhip 


drawn up by fallible men. And I have no 
doubt but you of yourſelves would think this 


| ſufficient, and that, as your miniſtets art to 
teach you nothing but the pure word of God, 


they ought not to be you . ne or 
any thing elſe. 


But you ate danke to kinow, that fome ene 5 
| gapged in this petition to parliament, and my. 
ſelf among the reft, in hope that it would — 
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alſo to an amendment of many tings 7 in'our li- 


turgy or common- p 


r book. 
You will carefully diſtinguiſh hers, that our "# 
holy religion itſelf, the religion of Chriſt, can 


never be amended. 7. but is always in variably 
the fame ; always moſt perfect and :compleat z 
and is contained in the inſpired writings of the 


New Teſtament. 


Bar the cee 
it, whether contained in the common- prayer 


And thus at the reformation from popery, 


bock, or any other book, this will be liable to 
errors and imperfections, and often want amend- 
ment. | 


when our forefathers aſſerted the ſufficiency of 
holy ſeripture unto ſalvation, and their riglit of 
interpreting it for themſelves, they purged out 
- of their liturgy or common - prayer book many 
idolatrous and ſuperſtitious practices, ſuch a 


praying to ſaints, viz. dead men and women; 


erb to the maſi-God, or the br cad in be Jacrae 
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ment 1 praying in Latin; the uſe of oil and ſpittle 
in baptiſm; extreme union, or anointing dying 


perſons with oil; lighting up candles on Candlemas- 


day; marking the forebead with aſhes on Aſh- 
Wedneſday, with many the like idle fopperies - 


and trumpery, which are ſtill retained among 


the Papiſts, who are in no ſmall number in your 
own pariſh, agaiuſt whoſe ſeducing arts I beg you 


za be continually upon your guard. | 
Endeavours have been uſed, under ſeveral of. 


our princes ſince, to render our common» 


prayer book more ſtrictly agreeable to the holy 
ſcriptures, than it could be all at once at its 


firſt compoſing. And particularly about four- 


ſcore years ago, at the reyolution, with the 
cquntenance of thoſe pious princes, King Wil- 


liam and Queen Mary, many, great and excel- 
lent men, Archbiſhop Tillotſon, Biſhops Patrick, 
Burnet, and others, begun the good work, and 
made great progreſs in it; but through the 


violent oppoſition of ſome factious perſons, it 


came to nothing. From that time to this, no 
attempts have been made, nor any thing done 
by public authority; through fear, perhaps, 


of creating diſturbances in the ſtate, Altho', 


whenever the experiment is made, I doubt not 


but it will be found, that an improved liturgy, 
brought nearer the ſtandard of holy ſcripture, 


would be generally acceptable to the nation, 
and contribute te the public peace, as well as 


to the promotion of true religion. 


In the mean time, the errors that call for 
amendment in the common · prayer book, give 
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(6) . 
great pain to ſerious conſiderate men, zealous 
for the purity of God's worſhip. Leſſer miſ- 
takes and faults in human things ought ſurely”. 

| to be borne with; for there is nothing perfect 

| - here below. But where a man eſteems any 


=: thing contrary to God's word, and ſinful, tho 
$555 | others may not ſo eſteem it, he cannot, con- 
5 ſiſtently with integrity, comply with it. 


In this finful light all thoſe prayers appear to me, 
WE 4] eobich are addreſſed to the Trinity, (as, O holy, 
| 1x . bleſſed, and glorious Trinity) 7 Chriſt, to the 
. 9 
| 


1 
. —— ar tnlnng — 
938 2 d 


Holy Ghoſt, or to any other perſon, but God 
himſelf. For. our bleſſed Saviour always of- 


12 * i SW. S ” 2 


rr ee 
"_ 
Pr . > 


3 fered up prayer himſelf to God, bis Father | 
4 and our Father, bis God and our God, John . 
| XX, 17. and he alſo enjoined us to pray to i 

the Father only; Luke xi. 2. When ye pray, ; 


4 + ſay, Our Father, &c. Many of the prayers in 
| the liturgy are truly excellent, and quite agree- 5 


| . able to this rule and example of holy ſcripture. _ 
|. There are alſo many which are not ſo; parti- 5 
cularly in the litany; which are immediately * 

i directed to Chriſt, and not ro God. I cannot | 

| | + _ approve, or offer up ſuch prayers myſelf ; or 

14 authorize them to be offered up by another | 
for me. The caſe is different with regard to | 
Ef} _ you, who have no authority in the church 
Ef _ who are only hearers, and do not lead the de- i 


Vvuotions of others. If you ſhould diſapprove 

1] of any part of the ſervice which you hear, you 
can paſs it over, and not join in it: but your | 
. miniſter, by reading it, makes it more his 

own. 5 N EEE ja ; 

I can- 


. ä 
I cannot therefore continue in the uſe of ſuchk 
forms of worſhip which I believe to be ſin- 
ful, without the guilt of continual inſincerity 
before God, and endangering the loſs of his 
favour for ever. For he requireth truth in the 
inward parts, Pſalm li. 6. an entire reQitude 
of heart. He will in no caſe diſpenſe with the 
habitual negle& of truth and uprightneſs, and 
leaſt of all in our ſolemn prayers and addreſſes 
to himſelf © 1 5 


| To leave a ſtation of eaſe and affluence, and | 

to have to combat with. various ſtraits and 

} hardſhips of an uncertain world, is but a dark 7 
proſpect. But we muſt willingly ſubmit to | 

this hard lot, when not to be avoided without 


] deſerting our duty to God and his truth, And 
; we have great encouragement given us by our ö 
5 9 divine Maſter and Saviour Chriſt. Matthew _ 

Y x. 32. Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me before | 


men, him will I alſo confeſs before my Father 
which is in heaven.” And Mark x. 29, 20. | 
„ Verily I ſay unto you, there is no man that | 
hath left houſe, or brethren, or ſiſters, or fas 
ther, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, 

3 for my ſake and the goſpel's, but he ſhall re: 
| ceive an hundred-fold now in this time, houſes, 

5 And brethren, and ſiſters, and mothers, and 
1 children, and lands, with perſecutions, and in 
= the world to come, eternal life.” It is of ſmall - | 
i E concern in what outward circumſtances we paſs 
"OW irn e 4 | Over - 


(8) 
over the ſhort term of life; if we can but ob- 
tain that bleſſed approbation in the end 


„Well done, good and faithful ſervant z—en- 
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord,” Marthew 


A. 23. 


It ĩs a great ſatisfaction, at this my depar- 
ture from you, that I can truly fay, © I have 
coveted no man's filver, nor. gold, nor appa- 
rel.” A#s xx. 33. In nothing have T made a 
gain of you, or ſought to enrich myſelf, nor 
am I enriched by you at all, but what was 
over and above the ſupply of neceſſary wants, 


Has been freely WER in the various ways, 


in which it was thought might be moſt uſeful 


& * 


for your preſent benefit and future happineſs. 


I have not ſought. Tours, but Ton. And al- 


though humbled before God under a ſenſe of 


many failings and neglects, yet in ſome low 
degree, I hope I may ſay, that © in ſimplicity 


“ and godly ſincerity we have had our con- 
* yerſation in the world, and more abundantly 


c towards you.” 2 Cor. i. 12. | 

I have endeavoured to teach you the truth 
which Chriſt our Lord taught, as far as 1 was 
able to learn it, by an impartial and diligent 
ſearch of the holy ſcriptures, , And 1 often re- 
minded. you, that you were not to believe any 


thing becauſe ſpoken by me, but to examine 
and compare how far it was agreeable to; holy 


ſeripture, our only rule and guide. And ny 


dliſcourſes, of late years, have been altogether 


expolitions of large portions of the New Teſ⸗ 
ö e REM 3 _ kamenty 
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SE IB. 
tament, with ſuch inferences as natufally and 
plainly flowed from them, that you might ſee 
it was the word of God which was endeavoured 
to be ſpoken to you, and not the word of man. 

In theſe diſcourſes 1 was led continually to 
point out to you, that religion lay not in out- 
ward forms and ordinances even of God's own 
appointment, though they be helps to it; but 
in an entire converſion and devotedneſs of the 
heart to God, influencing to ſobriety, chaſtity, 
brotherly love, kindneſs, integrity, in all your 

converſation; to do every thing out of a ſenſe 

of duty to God ever preſent with and ſupport- 

ing us in life, and chiefly for his infinite love 
to us in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, by whom he 
bath called us unto bis eternal glory, 1 Pet. v. 10. 
And that this inward ſenſe of God carried along 
with you into your daily labours and buſineſs, 
would ſanctify them all to you, preſerve you 
innocent and holy, ſweeten the unavoidable 
toils and cares of the preſent life, and enable 
you to reſign it with joy and in peace. 

I have often preſſed upon you the duty of 
family- religion. — That every houſe ſhould. be 

a little church as it were, wherein all the mem- _ 
bers of it were carefully inſtructed in the things 
of God, and once at leaſt, at the cloſe of each 

day, called together to join in ſhort prayer ta 
God, ſince in your way of buſineſs you can 
ſeldom meet all together at any other time 

without inconvenience. This would be a con- I 
ſtant check upon parents in their daily * = 

"ORE ͤ ͤ oo 8 
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way he ſhould go: and when he is old, h 
will not depart from it.“ Prov. xxii. 6. 


__ . e 

' and would make them haſten home with plea- 
f 1 | ſure after their labours were over, to worſhip 
1 0 God in their families, which would thus be- 
If come orderly and happy. And this might be 
Fa a means of preventing that early depravity and 
6 lf cC0CCorruption of the youth of both ſexes, which is 
(2138 ſo alarming, and from which they are ſeldom 
1 - to be recovered, when once you have loſt this 
[5 Teafonof inſtruction, and of forming habits of 
; piety and virtue, © Train up a child in the 
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F221 - *Still more have I inculcated upon you the 
— 17 neceſſity of keeping the Zord's-day holy, in 
10 obedience to God's primary law, when he firſt 
18 24 ; placed man upon the earth, never repealed 
| "Hs fince, and which was regulated anew, and con- 
— 72 firmed by the authority and example of our Sa- 
A I | viour Chriſt and his apoſtles !:— As many of 
I | each family as can be allowed, to attend the 
Ln. public worſhip of the Great Creator and h 
venly Father, and to be mindful afterwards of 
72.8 i _ a ſuitable employment of your time at home. 
Tk For ſpending one part of this ſacred day in un- 
2 neceſſary worldly cares, or in ſports and diver- 
2 ſions, tends to efface every ſerious impreſſion 
made on the mind on the other part, and by 


degrees leads to ſpend the whole of it in the 
ſame | ungodly ſort. | Not that the ſervice of 
God is to make us moroſe, or ſad and unchear- 

ful at this or at any time, There are ways of 
paſſing this holy day, in walking out and con- 


| templating 
7 ' 


(11) 

templating the works of God, in pleaſing cha- 
ritable offices to our neighbours, and in inno- 
cent uſeful converſation, which will chear and 
refreſh both mind and body, far beyond thoſe 
noiſy and riotous games, always accompanied - 
with profane oaths, and generally ending in 
the alehouſe, or worſe. — 0 e 


A writer of great note, though no clergy- 
man, remarks: ; off 

] believe it may be laid down as a certain 
“ fact, that no maſter or miſtreſs of a family 
c can have a true concern for religion, or be 
& à child of God, who does not take care to 
* worſhip God by family- prayer.“ Hartley, 
vol. n 236: © | 

To which I would add, that I have ſeldom 
found any ſerious religion in a pariſh or family, 
where the Lord's day was cuſtomarily profaned. 
And, as he concludes—*<* Let the obſervation 
of the fact determine” in both caſes, | 


It has been matter of deep concern to me, 
that I have not ſeen ſo much of the fruits of 
my labours as I deſired among you. Parents, 
ignorant themſelves, and refuſing inſtruction, 
muſt of courſe neglect all godly care of their 
children, Very ſeldom do farmers meet at 
markets on their worldly buſineſs without giy- 
ing more or leſs into drunken exceſſes, which 
ſhews, that they are under the reſtraint of no 
religious principle. Much bad practice and 

LEN = open 


. (12) 
open fin is viſible in many. But I would not 
now complain. Let us all make haſte to re- 
pent and amend— for the time is ſhort. 1 
would hope that more good may have been 

done than I know of, and that there are more 
truly pious than the few that appear to be ſo: 
and that ſome ſeed of the word, that has been 
2 may hereafter ſpring up, and bear good 


It will be your wiſdom, and happy for you, 
and a cauſe of rejoicing to me, if from this 
time forwards your lives be conducted with 
fuch Chriſtian ſobriety and watchfulneſs, in a 
daily progrelive improvement in virtue and 
holineſs, that I might be able to ſay, I have 
„ laboured, and another hath entered into my 
« labours,” John iv. 38, and that the work of 
my ſucceſſor may be made more eaſy to him 
from what you have learned of me. More 
Epc if it ſhould pleaſe the God of all grace, 
1 Pet, v. 10. that as Samſon ſerved. his country 
more at his death, than in his life, you alſo 
may be more benefited by this my laſt fare- 
well exhortation to you, than by what I have 
Jaboured in much weakneſs, but great ſincerity, 
for the ten years that I have been with you. 
Soon ſhall all the friendſhips and connections 
of this world be diflolved, and at an end. 
The parting, and the ſeparation, which death 
mult have made betwixt us in a few years, 
chaps much ſooner, is only anticipated a 
ttle, And it may be a providential bleſſing 
— e eee ee 5 
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induce you 


the world: 
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„ 
and me, if I may but thereby be 
approved, and found faithful unto the end, 
for which 1 defire the help of your prayers; 
and if this my voluntary diſmiſſion of myſelf 
from my ſtation and miniſtry among you, to 


which Lam conſtrained by a 
ſcience and obedience to Chriſt, as I firmly 
believe, may contribute to convince you, 
That the goſpel of Jeſus is the truth of God 
—the pearl of great price, Matthew xiii. 45. 
for which we are to be willing to part with 
every thing rather than fail of obtaining it: to 


— 


principle of con- 


now, which ydu ſhall not 


ſolemn hour when you leave 
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And to be ready at all times, and even de- 
- firous to have the common-prayer book re- 
formed, and the public worſhip of God in it 
made more conformable to the holy ſcriptures, 
for your own ſakes, and that of your conſcien- 
tious Paſtors, whenever it ſhall pleaſe Gods in 
his providence, to incline our gracious Prince 
and Parliament to ſet about ſo needful a work. 


And now, O Holy Father, the bleſſed and 
only potentate, in conformity to what 1 believe 
thy will and my duty, I reſign unto thee, from 
whom I received them, my miniſtry and peo- 
ple. Do thou raiſe up unto them a faith- 
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ful teacher, who ſhall more effectually preach = 
thy word, turn many from fin, and bring all { 
nearer to thee, their only portion and happi- 

neſs. And graciouſly diſpoſe of me, thine un- 
worthy ſervant, where and how I may beſt be 
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4 enabled to, ſerve thee according to the pure 
| . goſpel of thy ſon, through whom I deſire to 
[2 find acceptance with thee, now and for ever. | 
N ; | 
WE 10 a . 
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